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Presidentõs Message
by Darren Watson

his past month I have been 
tying flies for a scheduled trip to 
the Bahamas.  I have a fly tying 
station set up in my living room 
so I can watch TV and enjoy a 
favorite beverage while working 
away building my fly collection.  
My fly boxes are full so I bought 
3 more C&F boxes and had 
them laying out admiring my 
recent collection.

I came home from long day 
at work and found 5 fly boxes 
scattered around my house with 
flies all over the place.  It became 
clear that my dog Lexi had a great 

My Dog ate 
my ÿies

time that day chewing up my new 
boxes and pulling the flies out 
of the boxes.  After being angry 
I realized flies were missing.  A 
fast trip to the emergency Med 
Vet revealed a bunch of nymphs 
in Lexiôs belly.  Lexi is fine but 
remember to keep your flies away 
from your pets!

The Spring Program was a 
great success.  We had a great 
turnout.  Bob Jacklin made the 
day very interesting.  He was 
kind enough to donate a fishing 
trip with him for our annual 
auction in November.  We will 

also auction the flies he made.
Ron Carruthers and Jim Bebb 

have been working very hard 
to get the outing schedule put 
together for this year.  We have 
some great trips scheduled.  Keep 
checking the website for the most 
up to date information.

Each current member who renews in the first 90 days of 
2008, by March 31st will receive an enameled Lapel/Hat/
Vest Pin with the HOAFF logo. Every new member who 
joins in 2008 will also receive a pin. The pins will be available 
for sale for $5.00 each.

HOAFF Logo Lapel Pins

Blue river Clean-up
by Kevin Carril

Come join your fellow f ly 
fishers the morning of Saturday, 
April 5th, for this 
yearôs annual Blue 
River Cleanup!  As 
in previous years, we 
will be coordinating 
our efforts with the 
L a ke s i d e  Na t u re 
Centerôs Project Blue 
River Rescue.  This is 
the 18th year for this 
project.  There have 
been significant and 
lasting improvements along the 
river.  For example, the tonnage 
of trash collected in 2006 was less 

than 1/2 that collected during 
the 2000 cleanup.   Last year 

we enjoyed wonderful 
weather and had a fun 
time while helping to 
make a real impact on 
this watershed.

Our site this year 
will be an area north 
of the soccer fields 
that are located at 
99th and Blue River 
road. To get there, 
take I-435 to Holmes 

(2 miles east of State Line), go 
south on Holmes 1 mile, turn 
left (east) on Red Bridge Road 

and go 1 mile, turn left (north) 
on Blue River Road. Go about 
1 1/2 miles until you reach the 
soccer field parking lot.

We will be picking up trash 
and cutting Asiatic honeysuckle 
in an area that borders the old 
river channel.

Wear your work clothes and 
weôll provide the snacks, gloves, 
trash bags and great company! You 
can sign up for this worthwhile 
event at the March meeting or by 
contacting Kevin Carril at 913-
362-9379. (You are welcomed to 
attend even if you donôt sign-up 
ahead of time).

Saturday, 

April 5, 2008



Across the Stream2

2008 Ofþcers

Now you can get a T-
shirt or a ýshing hat with 
the new Heart of America 
Fly Fishers Logo.

Hats  $15
T-Shirts  $12

HOAFF Apparel is here
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Club Trip for Smallmouth Bass
by Jim Bebb

Mark your calendars for a trip to the 
Eleven Point River, May 2, 3, and 4. 
The club has reserved a house in Alton, 
MO. It sleeps eight and rents for $100 
a night. There is also a motel in town 
(417-778-6208) that has good rates, 
$35 for a single and $50 for a double. 
Accommodations are limited so early 
registration is important. The first eight 
paid reservations of $25 will get the 
house. After the house is full you will 
need to make your own reservations.

The Eleven Point Canoe Rental (417-
778-6497) will take your reservations 
and provide drop off and pickup services 
for those who want to float the river. I 
believe you can also make arrangements 

with them if you wish to ñfloat your 
own boatò and just want shuttle service. 
There are access points at Thomasville, 
Cane Bluff, and Greer Crossing which 
are all an easy drive from Alton.

The recent member survey completed 
by the Outing Committee indicated 
the Eleven Point River would be 
one of the most popular trips of the 
year. There will be both wading and 
f loating opportunities for everyone. 
Unfortunately, the size of the river does 
not accommodate a large number of 
fishermen in the same place all at the 
same time. Your patience, flexibility, 
and cooperation will make this a great 
trip for everyone.




