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Mon., November 19, 2007 @ 6pm!  

As you may know, we meet monthly on the 3rd 
Monday.  Meetings are held at Whole Hog Café 
on Cantrell in Little Rock, AR. 

Visitors are welcome and encouraged!  If you are 
new to the sport, this is a great time to come and 
ask questions.  

 So come join us for some great BBQ and 
conversation!   

November 19th Meeting 

Project Healing Waters, Help Wanted 

PHW is dedicated to the physical and emotional 
rehabilitation of disabled active duty military and 
disabled veterans through fly fishing and tying, 
education, and outings. Since its inception the 
Project has been helping disabled active duty 
military and veterans at the Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center to overcome obstacles associated 
with their military service related injuries. Project 
Healing Waters Fly Fishing, Inc. has benefited 
from the collaboration and assistance of the 
Federation of Fly Fishers and Trout Unlimited. 
 
PHW was founded in 2005 by a corps of local 
volunteers using the Casting for Recovery program 
concept. The activities include lessons in basic and 
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Fly of the Month  is the Scud. Bring two flies of 
your choice and $1 or $2 to match  the Hatch!  

advanced fly fishing and fly tying techniques and 
frequent fly fishing trips for participants. It is a 
volunteer, non-profit (501.c.3) organization 
dedicated to aiding in emotional and physical 
recovery by rehabilitating and introducing or 
rebuilding fly fishing skills. The local chapter is 
active in local VA hospitals. 
 
Can you help? Contact Mike Davis. 
Email: lrrtroutnut@suddenlink.net 
Cell.: 501.691.1346 
Home.: 501.362.8607 

By Chris Morris 
 

By Gary White 
 

www.affonline.comwww.affonline.comwww.affonline.comwww.affonline.com    
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 President’s Page 
By Gary White 
 

Hello – 
 
It is nice to be home in the USA after a long trip to 
South America.  It is fun to travel, but I always look 
forward to sleeping in my own bed.  My wife retired 
a few weeks ago after 31 years of civil service with 
DOD.  Our gifts to each other were a trip to Chile 
and Easter Island.  Ask me about it next time we 
meet and I will tell you what no rain for over 100 
years looks like (hint: no trout) and the majesty of 
the Maui on Easter Island. 
 
I want to express my thanks to your Board members 
for the great job they did while I was traveling.  AFF 
trucked right along.  You had the best ever Fish Fry 
and planned a great Fly Fishing Seminar for 
beginners.  I was back in time to help with the 
Seminar and was pleased with the turnouts at both 
the Little Rock training sessions and the on-river 
practical at the Swinging Bridge.  Great job AFF!!  
There may be a few new club members we can 
welcome.  Did you catch Bob and Chris on TV 
talking about tying and casting?  Bob has a video. 
 
You will find a member survey in the newsletter and 
on the website (affonline.com).  This is a tool your 
Board will be using to help with planning for 2008.  
We are dedicating much of our November Board 
meeting to laying the ground work for next year.  
Please take a moment to provide us your thoughts on 
what you wish to see AFF offering in the future.  
This is your club and the Board wants to focus 
energy and resources on what you wish to learn 
about and be involved in.  Special early planning 

notes:  For fishing the Norfork River on New 
Years contact Bob Cheatham 
(bob.cheatham@arklegaudit.gov).  For fishing the 
San Juan River, New Mexico in February contact 
me (whitegj@hotmail.com).  For fishing the 
Boundary Waters, Minnesota in June contact Patty 
Lueken (plueken@luekenlaw.com).  Costs for these 
trips are kept to a minimum and we drive. 
 
The November and December meetings are shaping 
up to be exceptional.  I can’t announce the guest 
speakers as I write this because Charlotte Day and 
Patty Lueken are finalizing the details, but check the 
website often.  You will be pleased.  As many of 
you already know, AFF has decided to forego 
Christmas parties because it is so hard to attend.  
There always seems to be too much going on during 
the holidays and conflicts are inevitable.  AFF, with 
the committee chaired by Drew Kelso, is planning a 
great Annual Banquet scheduled for Monday, 
January 21, 2008, 6 PM at Juanita’s in Little Rock.  
You will note this is our regular meeting night.  
Dinner buffet is planned and I understand many, 
many beverage choices as well.  I look forward to 
greeting you at our meetings and the Banquet.  Mark 
your calendars and plan to attend. 
 
It’s great fishing weather, so I hope you are taking 
time on the rivers to enjoy it.  I look forward to 
seeing you out there.  And by the way, I still 
consider myself a beginner.  So if you see me 
throwing tailing loops, or fishing a spot you know 
there are no fish, or my mending is killing my drift, 
please come over and give me a training moment.  I 
want to learn to do it right. 
 
Good fishing and be safe out there. 
 
Gary White 
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AFF 2008 Membership Survey 
 

We need your help.  We value your inputs.  Your Board is working hard to plan 2008 with events and 

programs of interest to you.  We want each member to find areas of interest and come to take part.   

 

Please fill out the survey.  You may email it back, snail mail or deliver it in person at our November 

meeting. 

Club Meeting Programs   Events/Outings 
Guest Speakers? 

□ Club Members 
□ Area Guides 
□ National Media Personalities 
□ Fish Managers/Consultants 

Local? 
□ Fish Little Red River 
□ One Fly Bream Fishing 
□ Fish Fry 
□ Fish Other______________________________ 
□ Other__________________________________ 
□ Fish Outings____# of Times Per Year 

 
Equipment/Technique Demos? 

□ Rods & Reels 
□ Lines & Knots 
□ Waders/Boots/Coats 
□ Undergarments/Layering 
□ Handling Fish 
□ Other_____________________________ 

Overnight Fishing? 
□ Norfork River 
□ White River 
□ Spring River 
□ Buffalo River 
□ Little Red River 
□ Other___________________________________ 
□ Other___________________________________ 

 
Seminars? 

□ Reading Water 
□ Fish Habits & Catching Them 
□ Fly Selections By River By Month 
□ Beginners Fly Fishing 
□ Intermediate Fly Fishing 
□ Advanced Fly Fishing 
□ Casting Clinics 
□ Other____________________________ 

 

Trips (5-7 Days)? 
□ San Juan River 
□ Boundary Waters 
□ Other____________________________________ 
□ Other____________________________________ 

 
Classes (more hands on help-one on one)? 

□ Fly Tying 
□ Casting 
□ Rigging 
□ Fishing 
□ Beginners Fly Fishing 
□ Other____________________________________ 

Additional Coments 
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October 20
th 

Class Room: 

About twenty-five aspiring new fly fisher-folks 
attended AFF’s Fly Fishing 101 class Saturday, 
October 20th at Westover Hills Presbyterian Church 
in Little Rock. Those who attended were interested 
in learning more about our sport and our 
knowledgeable, experienced club members were on 
hand to help. We had several sections and 
specialized instructors in each section.  
 
Topics covered were: Knots, Lines and Rigging – 
Drew Kelso; Equipment to get started – Bill 
McDonald; Where to go fishing, tips on hiring 
guides – Gary White; Tying Flies – Readus (Coach) 
Tatum; Casting – Bob (the Maestro) Cheatham, Jim 
Estes & Chris Morris; Ladies Fly Fishing – Marcey 
Barry. Other participating members were Patty 
Lueken, Robert Bays, Tommy Lasiter, Annette 
Hurley & Nancy Wilson. 

Fly Fishing 101 Success 

 

October 27
th 

Little Red Wader Hatch: 

About seven students arrived to the Little Red River 
at Swinging Bridge.  Bob initiated the day with a 
review on rigging.  We then divided into groups of 
three (1member - 2 students) and headed down to 
the river. 

Even with a significant wader hatch, some students 
caught a fish! 

 

 

  By Board Members 
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November 2007 19th, Meeting , Whole Hog Café, 6pm 
 
December 2007 17th, Meeting , Whole Hog Café, 6pm 
 
January 2008 1st

, Membership/Renewal Dues, Please plan to pay your dues at the Annual Banquet or 
sometime during the month if unable to attend. 

 

New Years, Norfork River Trip, Bob Cheatham (bob.cheatham@arklegaudit.gov) 
 

21
st
, AFF Annual Banquet, Monday at Juanita’s Party Room.  Big Mexican buffet,  

silent auction and raffle.   AFF Officers for 2008 will be elected!   
 
Lots of items donated from Fly Fishing suppliers and retailers as well as many 
members....but we need more.  Get items you want to donate to Drew Kelso, 
send him an e-mail at drewkelso@sbcglobal.net and you can work it out.  Grand 
prize an Orvis 4wt, 4 piece, Trout Bum with an Orvis Bar Stock Reel, line and 
backing....a $635 value, complements of Orvis Co. and the Ozark Angler.  We 
have some guide trips, rods, reels, vests and more.  More details to follow.  
Don't miss it! 
 

February 2008 Date TBD, San Juan River Trip, contact Gary White (whitegj@hotmail.com) 
 
June 2008  Date TBD, Boundary Waters Trip, contact Patty Lueken (plueken@luekenlaw.com) 
 
    
 

VISIT WWW.AFFONLINE.COM FOR MORE DETAILS! 

AFF Upcoming Events 



 

Page 6 Arkansas Flyline

 
 

 Arkansas Fly Fishers is a chapter of the Southern Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers  

Knots That Catch Fish 
A critical, observant, and logical look at knot tying by Fox Statler 

As simple as it may seem, the way you tie on your fly can catch you more fish.  Being a fly fishing guide for 
more than 25 years, I have learned that outstanding nymph fishermen use small and successful tricks or finesses 
to gain the edge on the average Joe.  The small finesses are the little tricks that induce the extra strikes when the 
fishing is poor and the better strikes when the fishing is good.  From rigging their leaders and tippets to the 
slightest variance in their cast are often the difference that transforms the day of fishing from marginal to great.  
I have several of these little tricks that often make the day for myself or my clients.  One in particular is the 
knot that I use to tie on my nymph.  Believe it or not, something as simple as a knot can make a difference in 
presentation and whether an elusive 24 inch Brown takes or ignores the morsel that you are presenting.  While 
tippet size, leader length, fly line weight and several other factors can also influence your prey, the knot is the 

part of your rigging that is the closest to the fish and its’ effect is most visible.  

Most nymphs are tied on Turned-Down-Eye (TDE) hooks --- why?  Can anyone provide an advantage for using 
a TDE hook when nymph fishing?  I don’t care what shank length or size it is they all share the same 
disadvantage, the Turned-Down-Eye.  Actually I believe the TDE hooks were made for snelling, tying the line 
on the hook by wrapping it around the hook shank and then out the hook-eye.  TDE hooks actually favor the 
dry fly angler more than the nymph fisherman.  For the dry fly angler, the angle of the hook-eye lets the tippet 
dangle to the water without tipping the fly over forward. While for the nymph fisherman the TDE hook lessens 
the hook gape and inverts the nymph making it drift up-side-down.  The inversion of the fly would not be such 
a disadvantage if it kept the fly inverted at all times and stopped snagging with the bottom.  Then the tyer could 
tie the back of the fly in the gape side or hook's belly instead of on the hook's back and make the pattern's  
appearance upright at all times. This is particularly true if the fly is imitating a swimming nymph, because a 
swimming nymph always rights itself before swimming away.  Large predator nymphs like Stoneflies and 
Dobson flies are examples of this.  

Well, are Straight-Eyed hooks or Turned-Up-Eyed (TUE) hooks any better?  Knot really.  That was not a 
misspelling but a pun to make a point.  The knot really makes the difference no matter what type of hook you 
are using.   If you tie the nymph on with just about any conventional or traditional knot when dead-drifting the 
pattern and the nymph is not touching the bottom, it drifts dangling straight down or vertically below the line or 
indicator. This may be a normal presentation for some nymphs like ---- I can’t think of one.   Well you might 
say an emerging nymph, but emerging nymphs are swimming up toward the surface not floating vertically a 
couple of feet below the surface.  Sorry, in my rivers nothing floats vertically several feet below the surface.  I 
don’t think they do in yours either.  

But if the knot actually determined your nymph’s position regardless of the style of hook it would be an 
enormous advantage for the angler.  This is possible.  Here are your choices: Guaranteed Vertical; Guaranteed 
Horizontal with the hook-point-down; and Guaranteed Horizontal with the hook-point-up.  Which would you - 
the angler - choose?  Well truthfully there is, or could be, a time and presentation for each of these hook 
positions.  Guaranteed Vertical is used for emerging nymphs, but don’t dead drift them.  Swim them to the 
surface.  Guaranteed Horizontal with the hook-point-down would best be used in deep water when there is not a 
chance of coming in contact with the bottom.  And lastly, Guaranteed Horizontal with the hook-point-up is the 
best choice for most fishing situations.  

Please see Knots That Catch Fish on page 11 
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Phil Landry’s Little Red River Fishing Report 
By Phil Landry October 24, ‘07 
 

As I write this, toward the end of October, there are 
many changes happening in the river.  The Fall 
colors should be out in force soon giving us all 
some great scenery out there.  Water levels have 
dropped significantly since the daily generation 
patterns through Greer's Ferry Dam ended.  The 
fish have been a little sluggish while adapting to 
the new water levels and fishing has been fair 
lately, but things will change soon in that regard. 
 
The first signs of the Brown trout spawn are 
showing themselves as I write this.  Staging is 
underway and it won't be long before "redds" 
appear in the shallows.  Please treat spawning areas 
and fish with caution if you intend to fish for 
Browns on spawning beds.  I discourage this 
practice as it puts a very high amount of stress on 
our larger fish.  Many of these fish get caught 7 - 
10 times, maybe more, while they are on the shoals 
spawning and the stresses and handling are 
sometime too much for them. 
 
Watch your step and/or your boat and keep an eye 
out for the spawning beds.  Walking on on 
dragging a boat through them can ruin their 
potential.  If you have never seen a spawning bed 
ask someone to show you one so you know what to 
look for.  If the water is too dirty to see the bottom 
well it's a good idea not go walking around out 
there.  It is also a great idea not to lift female 
Brown trout from the water as the gravity 

 

difference between air and water can cause 
her to drop her eggs.  If you have to handle 
any Brown trout please do so very carefully.  
If you have ever caught one of these pigs in 
the spring you will notice that they don't 
have near the fighting strength right now.  
They don't recover as well either so take 
care to revive the fish gently in the water 
until he or she tries to swim off under its 
own power. 
 
The spawning grounds will be covered up 
with people fishing on a regular basis this 
month.  Tempers can flare up during this 
time and usually do.  Try to show respect to 
your fellow anglers and at the same time if 
you see someone standing in a spawning 
bed or mishandling fish etc. do your best to 
educate folks without starting a 
confrontation.  Be kind to each other and 
most of all be kind to the fish. 
 
Phil Landry 
 
www.arkansastroutbum.com 
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Little Red River Fly Shop Fishing Report 
By Jed Hollan October 31, ‘07 
 
I was misinformed. A few weeks ago, I told you to 
expect small and daily water releases from the 
Greers Ferry Power House until December 1st. 
They actually stopped daily releases on October 
16th and this protocol should continue until further 
notice. The thinking is that the water in the river 
has little chance of becoming too warm for the trout 
beyond the ides of October. Right now, the 
temperature of the water coming through the 
turbines is 47 degrees Fahrenheit with dissolved 
oxygen at 7.2 mg/l. The lake level is five feet below 
top power pool. All of this is okay for this time of 
the year. Some days there will be no hydroelectric 
power generation and other days will feature small 
releases. When the truly frigid weather sets in, you 
can expect releases to increase in volume and 
duration as chilly people turn on their furnaces.  

In the miscellaneous department, the Arkansas 
Game & Fish biologists discovered a tiger trout in 
the river last week. A tiger is a hybrid between a 
male brown trout and a female brook trout. The 
hybridization process creates this trout that features 
a unique,dark, maze-like pattern over its brownish 
gray body. Its belly and lower fins are yellowish 
orange. Because it's sterile, the tiger trout is unable 
to reproduce and does not pose a threat of further 
hybridization with other trout in the river. I 
understand that they put up a big fight when 
hooked!  

There is local interest in establishing a group called 
"Friends of the Greers Ferry Hatchery". Your 
hatchery is in need of some assistance in 
purchasing a bird net to be installed over the 
outside raceways. Last year, the hatchery wrote off 
tens of thousands of dollars in losses to bird 
predation, mostly herons but also vultures. There 
are also plans to create a walking trail from the 
hatchery to Collins creek and an expansion of the 
tourist area in the office building. There is 
insufficient money in their budget to accomplish 
these needed improvements. A similar group in 
Mountain Home was recently formed to assist the 

Norfork hatchery, the largest trout hatchery in 
America, because budgets are tight these days 
with federal facilities. If you are interested in 
getting in on the ground floor of Friends of the 
Greers Ferry Hatchery, please contact Mr. Mike 
Davis at #501-362-8607 or e-mail him at 
lrrtroutnut@suddenlink.net. 

The brown trout spawn is so near that I can 
almost hear it happening from the shop. Browns 
in full spawn colors are being seen every day. 
Many of the males have kiped (hooked) jaws and 
females are full of eggs. As I prepare this report, 
most of the staged brown trout are in the pools 
above and below the shoals. When they move 
onto the shoals, the spawn will be on. If you plan 
to come to the Little Red to fish the spawn, please 
observe a few simple rules. Watch where you put 
your feet and don't walk through the redds (a fish 
nest). Try to stay at least one long cast away from 
the nearest angler. Smash the barbs on your 
hooks. Be helpful to beginners. Don't stake out a 
honey hole and stay there for hours. Be courteous 
and smile a lot. 

Blue winged olives, caddis and midges continue 
to hatch every day along the Little Red. The 
caddis population is increasing while the sulphur 
and pale morning dun hatches are decreasing. The 
best dry flies include caddis (#18-#20), midges 
(#22-#24), BWO (#18-#22) and adams (#18-#20). 
Sub-surface flies that are working well are egg 
patterns (#14 salmon), sowbugs (#14-#16 light 
gray or peacock), zebra midges (#16-#22 red or 
black), pheasant tail (#16), red ass, partridge & 
orange or chuck's emerger (#16) soft hackles and 
wooly buggers (#10-#12 olive or black). 

If you have questions about anything in this 
report, direct them to me at the Little Red Fly 
Shop of Heber Springs, AR. My numbers are 
#888-4442-4022 toll free or #501-887-9988. You 
can contact me by e-mail at 
shop@littleredflyshop.com.  
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Please see Davy Wotton Fishing Report on page 15 

Davy Wotton's White River & North Fork River Fishing Report 
By Davy Wotton October ‘07 

Hello Fly Fishers! 
 
Hi Guys, sorry to be a little behind this month, to say 
the least the fishing has been nuts here recently 
running guide trips out there each day. 
 
Fall is on the way, average temps are down, the larger 
trophy Browns are way up stream now ready for the 
yearly spawning rituals and the rest of the fish within 
the system are eager to eat, which is typical at this 
time of the year as we see the climatic conditions 
change, shorter day light periods and lower water 
temps. 
 
I am still frequently asked if the access at Mclellands 
is still closed, the answer is yes, and there is at this 
time so far as l am aware of no chance of it becoming 
a public access again. 
 
Many anglers now have taken to use personal water 
craft to float the Norfork River from the dam to the 
confluence, and pay for a shuttle service. There are 
also a few options available for renting canoes. 
I would just add this. The Norfork River can be a 
dangerous river to run when they turn water on in a 
craft that really is not suitable. I am aware of a 
number of close calls there, that could have resulted 
in death, fortunately not so. So please be well aware 
of rising water if you have waded way upstream from 
the handicap access or intend to float your way out. 
No fish is worth your life. 
 
OK, back to the October/November forecast for 
fishing. 
 
Typically as the fall season draws on the food base 
declines. Crawdads bury in the mud along the 
shorelines, scuds and sowbugs become less active. 
That leaves snails, caddis larva, and chironomids as 
the main food base, and when they emerge BWO, 
unless we see some evidence of shad, which at this 

 

http://www.davywotton.com/ 

 

time there is no evidence of. 
 
This past week l have fished from Bull 
Shoals Dam to below Calico on the White 
River, some 60 odd miles. Over all through 
the system there are plenty of fish out there, 
with some of the heavy fished zones less so, 
which typically are those in the first 30 miles 
of the dam. 
 
Bull Shoals Dam 
There are good numbers of average Bows 
there, with a number over 15 to18 inches. 
The didymo, or rock snot, call it what you, 
will has without a doubt been responsible for 
the demise of the large Bows we used to see 
there for the simple reason there is little food 
base for the fish other than midges, and even 
then they are of limited quantity. 
Low water, midge fishing is the way to go 
here, with pupa and emergers in the hook 
size 18 to 22, soft hackles may also do the 
business. 
When water is being generated if the cfs is 
low the above can still work well, if cfs 
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John Berry Fishing Report 
By John Berry November 01, ‘07 
 

Overall the lake levels fallen slightly. The lake level 
at Bull Shoals Dam has fallen eight tenths of a foot to 
rest at four and eight tenths of a foot below power 
pool at 654.00 feet. Up stream, Table Rock Lake has 
fallen two tenths of a foot to three and eight tenths of 
a foot below power pool. Beaver Lake has fallen one 
tenth of a foot to rest at five and five tenths of a foot 
below pool. The pattern on the White River has been 
for low levels of generation around the clock or no 
generation. There have been several very windy days 
that included lake wind advisories which resulted in 
some difficult drift fishing. There have been some 
excellent wading opportunities on the White River. 
Norfork Lake has fallen one tenth of a foot to rest at 
five and five tenths feet below power pool of 552.00 
feet. The pattern on the Norfolk has been for a 
substantial period of generation in the morning. This 
has created some excellent wading conditions in the 
afternoon.  The forecast is for cooler weather and 
sunny skies. With the existing conditions, we should 
have low water on both rivers.  
  
On the Norfork, the dissolved oxygen levels have 
dropped lower. The dissolved oxygen level was 
around two tenths parts per million. On the White 
River the dissolved oxygen has also declined. It has 
averaged one and six tenths parts per million. The 
oxygen level is at the critical stage on the Norfork. 
Great care should be taken to prevent stressing the 
trout particularly near the dam where the dissolved 
oxygen will be the lowest. Fish should be quickly 
landed and carefully revived before release.  
  
On the White River the Bull Shoals Catch-and-
Release Area from 100 yards below Bull Shoals Dam 
to the upstream boundary of Bull Shoals White River 
State Park is Catch-and-release from February 1 until 
October 31 is closed to fishing from November 1 to 
January 31 downstream to the wing dike at the Bull 
Shoals White River State Park Trout Dock. In 
addition the Bull Shoals Seasonal Brown Trout Catch-

http://www.berrybrothersguides.com/ 

and-Release Area: From the wing dike at the 
Bull Shoals White River State Park trout dock to 
the downstream boundary of the park is 
designated a Catch-and-release area for brown 
trout from November 1 through January 31. 
Brown trout must be released immediately. No 
fishing from 30 minutes after sunset until 30 
minutes before sunrise. The brown trout are 
spawning in this area and the regulations are 
designed to protect them.    

The fishing on the White River has definitely 
improved in the last week. The weather has 
cooled off and the trout are feeding. On the 
upper river, egg patterns in the Bull Shoals Dam 
State Park and below should be effective. 
Wildcat Shoals has been very productive with 
worm brown San Juan worms and Y2Ks. Soft 
hackles such as partridge and orange and green 
butts have been fishing well particularly after the 
fog burns off in the morning. This section has 
also fished well with grass hoppers. Add a small 
nymph such as a zebra midge or a pheasant tail 
and hang on.  

Rim Shoals has also fished very well. On lower 
flows the Y2K and traditional egg patterns have 
accounted for a lot of fish. On higher flows the 
San Juan worm in hot pink has been effective. 
Grasshoppers have done well but do not use a 
dropper in this section as Catch and Release 

Please see John Berry Report on page 17 
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Knots That Catch Fish from page 6 

Why is Guaranteed Horizontal with the hook-point-up the best choice?  Most true aquatic and pseudo aquatic 
nymphs move through the water in a horizontal position. From Oligochaete worms to minnows, horizontal is the 
normal presentation.  The hook-point-up is the best choice if the bottom is barely a possibility.  Snagging the fly 
on the bottom loses it or dulls it.  Also, hook-point-up hooks the fish in the stouter portion of its mouth; the upper 
jaw.  Hooking the fish here gives the angler more leverage and lift on the fish during the fight.  Ever wonder why 
carp don’t come to the surface easily?  Their tail is almost always above their mouth during a fight.  

So what is this wonderful knot that I use to guarantee the hook position of a nymph? Believe it or knot, it is any 
slip knot that you tie best.  It could be a “Universal Knot” or a “Clinch Knot” or any other knot that lets the tippet 
slip through the middle of it to tighten.  You see it is not the knot - but the relationship of the hook-eye, the tippet, 
and where you place the knot on the hook that makes all the difference in the world.  

Guaranteed Vertical  

Lets take the simplest presentation first - Guaranteed Vertical.  With a Straight-Eyed, TUE, or TDE hook tie the 
fly on using any knot that tightens on the hook-eye.  The pictures below are all #12 Sowbug tied on different style 
hooks.  All three bugs have the same amount of lead wire, 10 wraps of .025, straw backing, thread, and dubbing.  
The pictures are, from left to right, a Straight-Eyed hook, a TUE hook, and a TDE hook.  

 

This is most likely the way that ninety-nine percent of the fishermen tie on their nymphs with some sort of knot 
tightening on the front of the hook-eye.  

Guaranteed Horizontal with the hook-point-down  

The next two presentations are a little more difficult depending on the hook the nymph is tied on.  So lets try 
Guaranteed Horizontal with the Hook-Point-Down.  We are tying on a Straight-Eyed hook or a TUE hook.  Using 
either style hook the tying method is the same.  Put the tippet through the hook-eye on the hook's back side going 
down to the hook's belly side.  Again this is important, the tippet through the back side of the hook.  Tie a slip 
knot on the end of the tippet. Run the nymph through the loop of the slip knot tail first.  Position the loop of the 
slip knot between the head of the nymph and the hook-eye (on the fly's head threads).  Tighten the slip knot at this 
position on the hook with the knot of the slip knot on the hook's belly side.  Pull the slack out of the tippet up 
through the hook-eye.  
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Please see Knots That Catch Fish on page 12 
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Knots That Catch Fish from page 11 
 

Please see Knots That Catch Fish on page 13 

 

 

That makes these two styles of hooks, Straight-Eyed and TUE Guaranteed Horizontal with the Hook-Point-
Down.  Now, what about the TDE hook? 

 Again run the tippet through the back side of the hook-eye going down to the belly side.  Again tie a slip knot 
on the end of the tippet.  This time, run the nymph through the loop of the slip knot head first, I repeat head 
first.  Position the loop between the hook-eye and the head of the nymph (on the fly's head thread).   If you have 
this correctly positioned the tippet should be under the loop.  Tighten the slip knot with the knot of the slip knot 
on the hook’s belly.  Pull the slack out of the tippet back through the hook-eye. This is Guaranteed Horizontal 
with the Hook-Point-Down for the TDE hook style.  
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Knots That Catch Fish from page 12 
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Guaranteed Horizontal with the hook-point-up  

Last presentation, Guaranteed Horizontal with the Hook-Point-Up.  Well if you made it through “horizontal 
with hook-point-down”, this presentation won’t be to hard to understand.  Lets start with the simplest hook 
style the TDE hook. Run the tippet through the belly side of the hook-eye going to the back (this is opposite of 
the “horizontal hook-point-down” presentation).  Tie a slip knot at the end of the tippet. Now depending upon 
the size of wire the hook is made of: if it is a thin wire hook like a dry fly hook (which I tie all my nymphs on) 
run the tail of the fly through the loop of the slip knot; if it is a heavy wire hook run the hook-eye through the 
loop of the slip knot.  In both cases position the loop of the slip knot between the head of the fly and the hook-
eye and tighten the slip knot with the knot of the slip knot on the back side of the hook.  Then pull the slack out 
of the tippet from the belly side of the hook.  If you tied it correctly, on the thin wire hook the slip knot is 
between the hook-eye and the head of the nymph.  The tippet is in front of the slip knot coming through the 
hook-eye.  For the heavy wire hook the loop tightens at the same position but on top of the tippet.  The 
Straight-Eyed hook is tied in the same manner depending upon the weight of the fly. For light flies the slip knot 
tightens behind the tippet, for heavy flies the slip knot tightens over the tippet.  

 

 

For the TUE hook there is only one choice for tying “horizontal hook-point-up”.  Put the tippet through the 
belly side of the hook.  Tie a slip knot on the end of the tippet.  Run the hook-eye through the loop of the slip 
knot.  Position the loop of the slip knot between the hook-eye and the head of the nymph.  Tighten from the 
back side of the hook.  Pull the slack of the tippet back through the belly side of the hook-eye.  If tied correctly 
the slip knot loop is over the tippet.  

Please see Knots That Catch Fish on page 14 
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Questions & Answers  

Have you asked yourself whether or not this could make a difference in other types of fishing: soft-
hackles, streamers, maybe dry flys? Let’s just say it depends on how you are presenting them.  Are you 
fishing them like a nymph?  Then yes it does.  

Which style of the three hooks (Straight-Eyed, TUE, and TDE) do you think I choose for my nymphs? My 
preference is Straight-Eyed dry fly hooks.  The hook-gape is not lessened by the eye of the hook and the 
light wire penetrates the flesh and bone of the fish with less force.  Which is essential when your tippet is 
6X and smaller. 

Do I tie my nymph's back on the hook's belly.  No I don't, who would buy them that way?  But I do give 
them a half twist on the hook after I tie them on my tippet. 

 I tie my jigs on different also but that’s another article as well.   

Rare is the nymph fisherman that will take the time to be this meticulous when tying on his/her nymph.  
But -- I am a rare nymph fisherman and my reputation is a testament of its worth.  

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Above Article was reproduced from:  http://www.fishinwhattheysee.com/ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Davy Wotton’s Fishing Report from page 9 

flows increase then up the sizes of chironomids to 14 
and 16s, San Juan worms may also work well at this 
time, along with other generic fly patterns. Fish may 
be picky so far as color and size here so ring the 
changes till you establish a pattern that works. 
 
For some reason the numbers of trophy Browns we 
would also see there at this time are not in the numbers 
l would expect, and again that may also be due to no 
food base. Many of those trophy fish are way down 
from the dam zone at this time. 
Recently a fish of 35 LBS. was found near dead in the 
White hole area, l would suspect it died of old age. I 
wonder how many times that fish had been caught over 
the years ?? 
 
From the dam to Cotter, overall good numbers of 
fish, mainly average size Bows with the occasional 
trophy Brown. 
From Cotter to Buffalo Shoals. This section of the 
river does contain moss beds and fish will be found in 
numbers around these areas. From Armstrong hole to 
the confluence of Crooked creek fishing has been very 
good with high number days. 
From Crooked Creek to Buffalo city, always holds 
good numbers of fish, and we have produced through 
this section some class Browns from 16 to 24ins. 
From Buffalo City to the Norfork confluence, you 
may well find fish numbers patchy until you get to the 
Shipps ferry zone and below, here numbers are way 
higher. 
From the confluence down to Calico Rock, overall 
good numbers of fish right through the system, Some 
way better Bows in this region. 
 
The White River is a river that will fish well or other 
wise depending on water flow levels, be they on a 
good average level above low water or rising or falling 
water, and there is a definite pattern through the 
system so far as how well or other wise fish will feed 
at those times. 
Typically as a rule moving water does generate a way 
better feeding response, low flow water fish become 
way more spooky and are less likely to feed well, one 
reason being that your fly when fishing dead drift 
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methods does not move. Often at these 
times, it will be better to do away with 
indicator systems and fish smaller flies 
worked, even soft hackles with a shot 
pinched on around 18ins from the fly, 
fished on a long leader system will 
produce many fish, particularly if you are 
boat fishing. Fish will tend to shy away 
from the boat to start with, and the sight of 
anglers standing up, aim to keep a lower 
profile, that can make a great deal of 
difference. 
Believe me sitting down reduces big time 
your presence to fish in these conditions. 
If you do have some wind that agitates the 
surface of the water that will help big time, 
as fish are less likely to see you at close 
quarters. 
 
If wade fishing you may well use the same 
techniques, but aim to look for zones with 
moving water, as that will congregate fish 
within those zones. 
 
We are seeing at this time very regular 
flow rates on the White river that has of 
course reduced wade fishing access to 
some extent. The Norfork has most days 
seen zero generations until the mid 
afternoon periods, which has congregated 
anglers in the two main zones of access, 
the handicap and the dam, way too many 
persons at times to make a days fishing 
that river comfortable to say the least. 
There is a limit to how much pressure fish 
will tolerate and still continue to feed. 
 
Overall stocking policy for the rivers at 
this time is good, so numbers of fish 
through the system will remain high. As a 
rule we will see less traffic on the river as 
the fall season moves on, which in turn is 
good for the fish, many more will survive 
and grow on through the winter periods. 

Please see Davy Wotton’s Report on page 16 
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 Davy Wotton’s Fishing Report from page 16 

 
Given the current status of climatic conditions at this 
time, overall expect good fishing. The main deal here 
to catch fish is attention to your means of 
presentations, correct depth and drift for the depth and 
speed of water you are fishing, choice of flies used of 
course does have some related factors here, saying 
that, overall trout in the White River system are not 
that fussy as they are in many other rivers where the 
natural food source is more abundant in the case of 
hatches, given the fish are from natural reproduction 
as opposed to the higher percentage of stock fish we 
see here. 
 
One good tip l will give you guys is this. Fish do 
become used to seeing the same old fly day in and day 
out, regardless if they be acclimatized to the system or 
recent introductions. 
 
Go to the fly shop and the odds are they will suggest 
the use of flies that 100 previous customers have also 
purchased. Look for something different, it can make 
the world of difference. 
 
In the new year, l will continue with the report, but 
add further Fly Fishing tactics for the White River 
system, and include some of the ways that l approach 
fishing here, which do differ from the ways others 
choose to fish. 
And add some further information so far as the flies l 
also choose to use, which again differ from those 
other fly fishers choose. 
 
OK, like l say overall expect good fishing until we see 
significant climatic changes and higher water flows 
through the system. 
The fall can be a great time to fly fish the Arkansas 
river systems for both trout and many other species. 
 
Tight lines to all. 
 
Davy 
 
American International Schools of Fly Fishing 
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______________________________________ 
About Davy Wotton 
Davy has been making his living as a full time 
fly fisher in one capacity or another for over 30 
years.  
 
He has written many articles for all of the fly 
fishing magazines, created several unique flies 
and fly tying materials which he developed into 
a full scale manufacturing operation in his 
native country of Wales, and is a much-sought 
speaker around America at fly fishing functions 
and shows. 
 
 Over the years Davy has fished in over 40 
countries around the world but his choice for 
base of operation is right here on the White 
River. Davy operates his American 
International Schools of Fly Fishing in Flippin, 
Arkansas. 
 
Visit his website at:  
http://www.davywotton.com/ 
____________________________________ 
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John Berry Fishing Report from page 10 

regulations only allow a single hook.  

The Ranchette section has been really hot. Here it is 
nymphs lit the zebra midge in brown with copper 
wire and copper bead and in black with silver wire 
and silver bead. San Juan worms in bright colors like 
hot pink and fire orange have also been producing 
fish.  

On the Norfork River, the low water on the White 
this week has eased the crowding a bit. Fishing has 
been good but not great. Midges rule. Norfork bead 
heads and zebra midges have been the go to flies. 
There have been blue wing olive hatches in the 
afternoon that have created some very nice top water 
action. The flies are pretty small, size eighteen or 
twenty. To fish something this small you will need 
to work it fairly close. If you can’t see it, you can’t 
fish it.  

Dry Run Creek is fishing well. There are a large 
number of big brown trout that have moved into the 
creek. Egg patterns are the way to go. Also try sow 
bugs and olive woolly buggers. Be sure and carry 
the biggest net you can lay your hands on and carry 
a camera.  

Practice water safety and always check conditions 
before you leave home. 

______________________________________ 
About John Berry 
John Berry is a fly fishing guide in Cotter and has 
fished the local streams for over twenty five years. 

John Berry 
(870) 435-2169 
berrybrothers@infodash.com  
www.berrybrothersguides.com 
______________________________________ 
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